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PPS RECORDS FOR 
36 STADIUM ROAD 
PLAT 86, LOT 586 

 
CLIFTON I. AND MURIEL B. MUNROE HOUSE 

Built 1935 by Joseph T. Majeau 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A two-story, brick Colonial Revival dwelling with a segmental-arch gabled porch sheltering the 
center entrance with blind elliptical fanlight.”   
    --“Freeman Plat Historic District” National Register nomination 
 
The house stands on a raised lot at least 7 feet above grade; a garage is integrated within the 
massing of the house at its basement level.  A 1-story sunporch is located on its north side. 
   
The house stands on a 6,700 square foot lot on the west side of Stadium Road, between 
Session Street on the north and Eames Street on the south.  The lot measures 67 feet on 
Stadium Road and 100 feet deep.  Morris Avenue bounds this block on the west. 
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
Joseph T. Majeau and his wife Josephine bought this property in May 1934 and started 
construction of this house, but never lived here. (The Majeaus were residents of Central Falls.  
The Freeman Plat Historic District National Register nomination indicates that Mr. Majeau was 
the architect for this house, but no records were found in Providence to confirm his profession.  
However, he did obtain a number of building permits for houses in this area of Providence, 
including four on Stadium Road and two on Eames Street, all in 1934.)  In March 1935 the 
Majeaus sold the property to Clifton and Muriel Munroe.  Clifton Munroe was a partner in the law 
firm of Voigt, Wright & Munroe, with offices at 85 Westminster Street in downtown Providence; 
he and his wife moved here from Angell Street.  The Munroes lived in this house until 1942.  Its 
second owner-occupants, Jack M. and Natalie Quelar, owned the house until 1979.  The house 
has changed hands four more times since then; the current owners, Amos T. Paine and 
Deborah M. Liberti, bought the house in 1996. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
Remote and not readily accessible to residents living in town, the East Side developed slowly, 
first with extensive farmsteads, and later country retreats. Not until the 1850s, as the city’s 
population grew and its transportation systems were enhanced, did a suburban residential 
neighborhood began to take shape on the East Side.  
 
This property was once part of the 50-acre Dexter Brown Farm, established by the late 18th 
century south and east of today’s Sessions Street and Morris Avenue.  This area was part of the 

 
1 From Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence, by Robert O. Jones, published 
by RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989; and PPS Records for 311 Taber Avenue. 
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Cat Swamp and not desirable for residential development.  The farm was divided in two after 
Dexter’s death in 1810, and the western half passed to Dexter’s daughter Sarah (Sally) Brown.  
Sally Brown, who never married, died intestate in 1849.  A lawsuit over the disposition of her 
property was settled in 1851 when the court ordered the farm surveyed and subdivided amongst 
16 separate beneficiaries.    
 
In 1896, John R. Freeman, a civil engineer, arrived in Providence from Boston to assume the 
presidency of the Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance Company.  In 1901, Freeman bought four 
lots that had originally been part of Sally Brown’s farm.  He created a new street, Freeman 
Parkway, and built his own home there (now demolished); he also bought up more of the land 
surrounding his property, in order to control development there.  For 10 years Freeman tried to 
convince the City of Providence to develop some of his land in the Cat Swamp as a public park; 
after that effort finally failed, Freeman drained the swamp and platted his holdings for residential 
development in 1916.  The “John R. Freeman Plat #1” encompassed land traversed by Doyle, 
Upton, Hazard, Laurel, Wayland, Elmgrove and Taber Avenues, Freeman Parkway, Barberry 
Hill, and Abbottsford and Rose Courts.  Unlike the standard grid layout used in other East Side 
plats, the Freeman Plat incorporated a number of curving streets, wide verges and wide 
sidewalks.  Its average lot size, 8000 square feet, was 60% larger than the standard Providence 
house lot, and parcels were sold with deed restrictions to control building types and 
construction.  Parts of the Freeman Plat were replatted over the next few decades, and 
additional plats were created on other lands acquired by John Freeman.  The Freeman Plat #4 
of 1925 resulted in the current layout of the block bounded by Stadium Road, Eames Street, 
Morris Avenue and Sessions Street.   
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
36 Stadium Road is a contributing building within the Freeman Plat Historic District, listed on the 
National Register in 1995.  No local historic district zoning regulations affect the property.   
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives, Registry of Deeds)  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate 
VIII show Dexter Brown’s 51-acre farm located south of “Cat Swamp Lane” (Sessions Street) 
and east of the “Road to Providence [from Pawtucket]” (Morris Avenue).  (Archives) 
 
1851: “A Plat of the Late Sally Brown Farm,” surveyed October 1850 by Lemuel Angell 
(recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 4 on July 5, 1851), shows the division of the property in 
accordance with the settlement of the lawsuit brought by various heirs (see Deed Book 121, 
Page 332).  On the north side of the farm, east of what is now Morris Avenue and south of 
Sessions Street (then both called Olney Street) are ten lots numbered 7 through 16, each 
assigned to a different owner.  Lots 7 and 16 contain the future rights of way for Eames Street 
and Stadium Road, respectively.  Lot #15, owned by Mowry R. Smith, is approximately where 
36 Stadium Road stands now.   (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page B5 (11) shows a further consolidation of Lots 
7-16 in Sally Brown Farm Plat: what was previously nine lots is now three.  The land where 36 
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Stadium Road now stands was in 1857 either owned by J.T. Seagrave or George Mason. 
(Archives) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2 and 3), Plates 
H, I, and J, shows that Amos Barstow owns 765,000 sq.ft. of land on the east side of Morris 
Avenue and the south side of Sessions Street (both still called Olney Street at this time).  
(Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4, shows a large block 
bounded by Olney Street (now Morris Avenue) on the west, Olney Street (now Sessions Street) 
on the north, Elmgrove Avenue on the east and Doyle Avenue on the south.  Neither Stadium 
Road nor Eames Street existed at this time.  Most of the block is a large vacant lot owned by 
Amos C. Barstow, but house lots (owned by Elizabeth Smith) are laid out on the north side of 
Doyle Avenue. 
 
1883:  “Plat of House Lots on and Near Olney Street Belonging to Amos C. Barstow,” surveyed 
and platted by J.A. Latham in May 1883, recorded in Plat Book 21, Page 50 and copied on card 
688.  This map shows the first layouts of Mumford Street (now Stadium Road) and Eames 
Street in a grid pattern typical of a late 19th century “streetcar suburb” residential subdivision.  In 
the block bounded by Olney Street on the west and north, Mumford Street on the east and 
Eames Street on the south are 13 numbered house lots, and one large lot (not numbered) with 
two houses already standing on it, at the western end of the block.  Of the numbered house lots 
(all vacant at this time), #96 (5,000 sq.ft.) is in the middle on the west side of Mumford Street:  
this is the future site of 36 Stadium Road. 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 32, shows the block 
bounded by Olney Street on the west and north, Mumford Street on the east, and Eames Street 
on the south.  The streets are arranged in a grid pattern as per the 1883 Barstow Plat.  A 5,000 
sq.ft. vacant lot on the west side of Mumford St. is the future site of 36 Stadium Road.  Most of 
the block is still vacant. 
 
1895:  “Replat of House Lots on and Near Olney Street Belonging to Amos C. Barstow,” 
surveyed and platted by Frank E. Waterman, July 1895, recorded in Plat Book 23, Page 21 and 
copied on card 702. (Another replat, also 1895, recorded in Plat Book 23, Page 58 and copied 
on card 719, does not affect the property of 36 Stadium Road.)  This map shows a 
reconfiguration of the 13 lots in the block bounded by Olney, Mumford, and Eames Streets:  the 
number of lots has been reduced to 11, and some of the lot lines redrawn.  The middle lot on 
the west side of Mumford is now numbered #103, and still contains 5,000 sq.ft.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 86 shows an earlier configuration for the area:  neither 
Stadium Road nor Eames Street exist yet.  An L-shaped lot of 42,012 sq.ft., numbered #274 on 
this map, located on the south side of Cypress Street (now Sessions Avenue) east of Morris 
Avenue, contains the land that would become the Stadium Road right-of-way as well as the lot 
on which 36 Stadium Road would later be built.  (Below Lot #274, a much larger lot of 721,351 
sq.ft. contains the land area for the Eames Street, Emeline Street, and Taber Avenue rights-of-
way.)  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., plate 24 shows the block bounded 
by Morris Avenue on the west, Sessions Avenue on the north, Mumford Street on the east, and 
Eames Street on the south.  The streets hold the same grid pattern as shown on the 1895 atlas.  
On this map, the site of 36 Stadium Road is a lot measuring 5,000 sq.ft. on the west side of 



PPS Records for 36 Stadium Road  Page 4 
 
 
Mumford St.; it is vacant and owned by the Beacon Hill Land Company.  Very few houses stand 
on this block at this time.  By this time, streetcar lines ran on Hope Street and Elmgrove Ave., 
just a few blocks away from this location, facilitating development in this area. 
 
1916: “Plat No. 1 of Land Belonging to John R. Freeman,” surveyed June 1916 and revised 
December 1916 by W.V. Polleys (Plat Book 34, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 1036).   This map 
shows Taber Ave. extended and realigned between Doyle Ave. and Emeline St. At the 
northeast corner of Taber and Doyle is Lot #183, where 311 Taber would eventually be built.  
Lot 183 measures 93 feet on Taber Ave., 69 feet on Doyle Avenue, 96 feet on the east, and 
81.36 feet on the north.  (Note that the next city atlas shows a roadway where Taber Ave. now 
is, but called by a different name.) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows the block bounded 
by Morris Avenue on the west, Sessions Avenue on the north, Mumford Street (now Stadium 
Road) on the east, and Eames Street on the south.  The western half of the block has been 
developed with housing, but the eastern half is still vacant, now owned by the Homeopathic 
Hospital of R.I.  A large lot at the northwest corner of Mumford and Eames Streets measures 
28,412 sq.ft. and includes the future site of 36 Stadium Road.  
 
1925:  “Plat No. 4 of Land in Providence Belonging to John R. Freeman,” dated July 16, 1925, 
surveyed by George S. Bullock (Plat Book 38, Page 3, copied on Plat Card 1097).  This shows  
Mumford Street renamed as Stadium Road and reconfigures a number of lots, including four 
near the northwest corner of the intersection of Stadium Road and Eames Street.  The middle 
lot on the west side of Stadium Road is #402, measuring 67 feet on the street and 99.996 feet 
deep.  
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows the influence of 
the Freeman Plat #4 street layout:  the alignments of Mumford and Eames Streets are now 
curvy, and Mumford has been renamed Stadium Road.  The lot of 6,700 sq.ft. on the west side 
of Stadium Road remains vacant and owned by John R. Freeman.  
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows 36 Stadium Road 
standing on the west side of the street, owned by C.I. Munroe et ux.  The entire block has been 
built out, save for one lot on Eames Street.  The map references the Freeman Plat #4. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No building permit was found for this property, although in 1934 Joseph Majeau took out a 
permit to build three houses on Stadium Road (AP 86 Lots 367, 369 and 371), as well as 
permits for houses at 18 Stadium Road, 35 Eames Street, and 45 Eames Street. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 776, Page 105:  On March 19, 1934, Charles H. LeLacheure of Providence sold to 
Joseph T. and Josephine Majeau of Central Falls, for $10, ten lots in the Freeman Plat #4, 
including Lot 402.  The deed does not mention any buildings on any of these lots, but includes a 
number of restrictions for future new construction:  only single-family residences could be built 
until January 1, 1960; houses had to have a minimum 20-foot setback from the street and a 
minimum 12-foot setback from side or rear lot lines; garages must be set back at least 40 feet 
from the street unless incorporated within the house (in which the setback was at least 20 feet), 
and no clothes drying yards could be established within 40 feet of the street. 
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Deed Book 776, Page 473:  On November 9, 1934, Joseph T. and Josephine Majeau of Central 
Falls sold to Clifton I. and Muriel B. Munroe of Providence, a lot with buildings and 
improvements thereon on the west side of Stadium Road, known as Lot #402 in the Freeman 
Plat #4.  Lot #402 measured 67 feet wide on Stadium Road and 99.996 feet deep.  The same 
deed restrictions noted above applied, except that the setback from the north property line could 
be less than 12 feet if allowed by city zoning.    
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories (residents’ names listed alphabetically) 
 
1927:  Mumford Road changed to Stadium Road. 
 
1933:  Clifton I. (Muriel B.) Munroe (lawyer, Voigt, Wright & Munroe, 85 Westminster Street) 

lived at 500 Angell Street. 
 
1934: Clifton I. (Muriel B.) Munroe (same business address) lived at 36 Stadium Road. 
 
Providence House Directories (houses listed by street address) 
 
House Directory, 1933-1934:  No 36 Stadium Road is listed. 
 
House Directory, 1935-1936:  Clifton I. Munroe, lawyer, lived at 36 Stadium Road. 
 
[Note:  House Directories are often a year behind City Directories.] 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1934:  Joseph T. and Josephine Majeau owned Plat 86, Lot 586.  The land was valued at 
$2,680.  No valuation was made for buildings. 
 
1935:  Clifton I. Munroe of 36 Stadium Road owned Plat 86, Lot 586.  The land was valued at 
$2,680 and the building was valued at $6,500.  This indicates that that the house had been 
constructed. 
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 86, Lot 586:  STADIUM ROAD 
 
Owned by John R. Freeman as of February 1926. 
Owned by the John R. Freeman Estate as of March 1933. 
Owned by Freeman Parkway Corp. as of June 15, 1933. 
Owned by Charles H. LeLacheure as of November 1933. 
Owned by Joseph T. Majeau and wife Josephine as joint tenants as of May 1934 (refers to 

Deed Book 776, Page 105). 
 
Owned by Clifton I. Munroe and wife Muriel B. as joint tenants as of March 1935 (DB 776/473). 
Owned by Jack M. Quelar and wife Natalie S. as joint tenants as of January 1942. 
Owned by Jack M. Quelar, D.Rec., May 5, 1978. 
Owned by Milton A. Glickman and wife Barbara as tenants by the entirety as of June 15, 1979 
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(DB 1213/836). 
Owned by Michael G. Goldstein and Rebecca S. Goldstein as tenants by the entirety as of June 
26, 1984 (DB 1265/795). 
Owned by Fleet National Bank as of March 9, 1995 (DB 3104/185). 
Owned by Amos T. Paine as of December 23, 1996 (DB 3464/291). 
Owned by Amos T. Paine and Deborah M. Liberti as of July 15, 1997 (DB 3592/102). 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
December 2002 
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